
Is your landscaping a fire and infestation hazard? 
 
Everyone loves curb appeal, but can you get that without building a home for bugs or 
causing a fire hazard?  
 

 

If you’re thinking stone is the only way around the problems wood mulch can cause, think again. The 
landscaping industry has gotten ahead on this issue over the past decade and now offers permanent 
or long-lasting solutions that look good and are cost-effective over time. 
  
It depends where you want to introduce ground cover as to what “mulch” you want to use. Stone, 
rubber and glass are all very nice options for beds that are near your buildings. Those materials 
significantly reduce fire hazards and don’t attract some destructive pests, such as termites and 
carpenter ants. Obviously, glass and stone are not the right material for playgrounds, but they can be 
used under trees and in gardens near parking lots and swimming pools to great effect. 
  
Are you saying to yourself: glass? Yes, tumbled glass is widely available in bulk for near-permanent 
landscaping upgrades. It is a little expensive, but its cost over time is much lower than wood mulch, 
which has to be replaced each year. Additionally, it is a non-slip product that can be used on garden 
pathways that you might otherwise consider wood mulch for. Glass mulch, which is tumbled to 
eliminate sharp edges, also allows good drainage, and it deters slugs! You can choose from a vast 
array of colors, as well, which gives your landscape designer a lot of joy. 
  
Rubber mulch, typically made from ground up tires, comes in a small selection of colors and sizes, 
mostly mimicking wood mulch. Its benefits include springiness (good for playgrounds), durability and 
visual similarity to wood chips or mulch. It is endorsed by the Environmental Protection Agency and, 
when purchased from a reputable company, contains no metal or other dangerous particles. 
  
Plastic and rubber frames for gardens are also an option that look good and last longer than wood 
landscaping timbers. They don’t attract bugs or grow toadstools, and they don’t splinter over time. 
  
Reducing your exposure to fire losses at playgrounds, near your outbuildings and parking lots, and 
against your residential units should be a primary concern when you plan your landscaping. Cigarette 
butts are the primary cause of such fires, but grills and electrical units that overheat or give off sparks 
can also contribute. By changing your landscaping materials, you can minimize fire risks as well as 
potential damage done by bugs, so take a look at your options. Remember that your landscaping is 
part of your investment in your apartment building or condominium complex’s appearance as well as 
its risk management. 
  
If you have used any of these alternative materials to enhance your residential units or common 
grounds, we’d love to see pictures or hear your story. Being smart and beautiful is something our 
multifamily complexes are good at! Share your ideas and successes here! 
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